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as for batiatus, let history judge him. he failed to reckon
with his slave, just like he failed in all other aspects of his
life. in the end, the only thing he ever truly cared about was
himself, and the only reason the whole thing lasted as long
as it did, was because everyone in the senate believed
spartacus was going to betray him. and so a story ends,
both of spartacus and batiatus. and perhaps, more
interesting than anything else, what we got, was two men
finally loving each other, because after the whole hell has
come down on them, they cannot do anything else. but his
time away from the gladiators and on to the battlefield is a
dangerous one. has he learned from his mistakes? will he go
back to them, no matter what the consequences? he asks
himself these questions of course, but its the answers which
are mostly of interest. and laeta: does she fight to save him,
or to kill him? is it enough that she knows his fate, and is
prepared to enforce it? in the end, we know nothing for sure.
the fact that she tells him to run away is as ominous as
anything else here. its time for another battle, and our
heroes are another sort of same from last week: batiatus
and crixus. the reason they can be as well is that this is the
last episode of the main romans series. there is still a few
ways a spin-off could go, but none of them really interest
me. i would rather get rid of the good guys and start over
with the bad, if only for the naturalness of it. whichever
team emerges, the ebb and flow is now a very definite
process. the bad dudes win. the good dudes lose. the roles
have switched. the tone is high. and the last great feud is
now complete.
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the only way i could say this week's episode wasn't good, is
that it lacked the shock of the previous week's. some people
might want to make that argument, and i agree. but i prefer

not to use those as the only reasons for enjoyment. the
atmosphere of gladiators in capua as they prepare for the

games was not too dissimilar to that of the panicking slaves
in the last episode, though there were moments when it did

descend a little too close to actually being the games.
perhaps that was intentional, but it also makes it not stand

out from the rest of the season. everything here might be an
episode later in the series, but it still falls under the same
guidelines, and just feels a little off to me. however, the

episode still did a good job of a variety of characters, which i
always liked about this show. a lot of the complaints were

due to the ending being somewhat of a road movie, which i
like about the series. the episode left open a multitude of

intriguing plotlines: cerco is still a wanted man in the state;
batiatus is looking to make the best of the moment;

spartacus is now a gladiator looking for redemption. so no
matter which way you look at it, there's still plenty to do.

while spartacus isn't necessarily the best thing in the world,
there are still plenty of interesting people, intriguing

situations and good drama. this series may not be as long as
some people think, but its still entertaining, and hopefully

the characters and situations have enough time to develop

                               3 / 5



 

and evolve over the rest of the season. spartacus might get
to taste freedom one last time, but the episode ends with a

familiar note: its not freedom for all. there are still gladiators
being held, most of them roman, and theyre probably

coming soon to a screen near you. 5ec8ef588b
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