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hosts: You’ve seen this
map before: Paris’s metro

system has routes
designed to move people
to jobs and schools and
shopping centers. But it

can take up to an hour to
get from one stop to the
next–not a lot of time if
you have a meeting to

make or an infant to feed.
On April 19, Parisians got
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help from the
government: A new fare-
free payment system was

launched in 36 Parisian
metro stations, allowing

you to buy a single metro
ticket instead of buying
multiple tickets for each
station. In a bid to make

public transport more
efficient and user-friendly,

the French government
wants to encourage the

public to ditch the
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“manual ticketing”
system. In the past, metro
riders had to buy five to
20 tickets depending on
the number of stops, and

buy a ticket for each
individual station. With a
single payment, you can
buy a ticket good for any
station between any two

stations. The new
payment system has

been implemented in the
Parisian metro system
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with the aim of speeding
up the passage of

passengers in the city’s
12 metro lines,

transporting more than
200 million passengers
each year. Claire-Anne

Deshayes, an official from
France’s finance ministry,

says the new payment
system has been

successful in a number of
places and helped the
metro system reduce
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waiting times by around
20 minutes. What makes
the new payment system
so practical for the public?

Because it’s electronic,
it’s more convenient and

it reduces ticket
prices–because customers

have one, bulk ticket,
instead of multiple tickets
for each station, they’re

able to buy fewer tickets.
In the past, the

government collected a
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fixed amount of money
each month, but since the

introduction of the new
ticket, this amount is now

calculated based on
passenger numbers, so
it’s cheaper. The new

system is the end result
of an exhaustive study

that included a survey of
300,000 Parisians to

figure out how well the
system had been
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