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the ACA, otherwise known as Obamacare, is President-Elect Donald Trump’s choice for attorney general. U.S. District
Judge Reed O’Connor, a George W. Bush appointee, ruled in late July that the entire law — popularly known as
Obamacare — was unconstitutional. O’Connor’s ruling has made the law invalid “in its entirety,” but the ruling could
take time to fully appeal, and it’s unlikely to impact the implementation of the law. Trump has spoken publicly of
wanting to “let Obamacare explode” as part of his promise to repeal and replace it. Trump’s choice for attorney
general, Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions, has called the law “perhaps the greatest disappointment” of the presidency. He
has said he doesn’t favor a delay in its implementation, but said the law should remain optional. That, in essence, is
what O’Connor ruled. “To say that the problem in the application of the individual mandate is confined to the failure to
prove that the government in fact ‘expects’ certain people to have insurance and therefore has to require them to do
so, is to trivialize the constitutional objection,” O’Connor wrote in his ruling. “Nowhere in the statute does the
government describe a prospective citizen of any age as one who is ‘required’ to hold insurance. The fines for failure to
do so cannot be imposed on the basis of such a hypothetical, nonexistent entity.” O’Connor’s ruling impacts nearly
every provision of the Affordable Care Act. He wrote that Obamacare’s individual mandate, which requires Americans to
buy health insurance or pay a tax penalty, “is an unconstitutional deprivation of liberty to the extent that it compels an
individual to pay a tax or to violate an important moral command.” The Affordable Care Act was signed into law in 2010
and mandated that everyone buy health insurance or face a fine. The fine varies depending on income. In 2013, the
most recent year of available data, it was $95 or 1 percent of income, whichever 6d1f23a050
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